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Cedar Swamp Archaeological District 

                Westborough and Hopkinton, MA
      National Register of Historic Places, May 1988

After the glaciers retreated in central Massachusetts, some 15,000 years ago, their melted waters formed glacial Lake Assabet. This lake covered three large basins that had been gouged by the glacier or resulted from the melting of huge ice blocks. After the weight of the ice was gone, the land rose somewhat (in a process called isostatic rebound) until a sandy ridge that divided glacial Lake Assabet into three pieces. The remnant of the western piece is now under the SuAsCo Reservoir, while the northern piece survives today as Chauncy Lake and Crane Swamp. The easternmost piece became Cedar Swamp, which is the largest remnant of glacial Lake Assabet. 

Cedar Swamp is located primarily in the southeast side of the town of Westborough, in Worcester County, Massachusetts, with a small segment in the adjoining town of Hopkinton in Middlesex County. In this region, glacial sand-and-gravel ridges (kames) provided flat, well-drained places for occupation around the swamp, and the material from which the kames were formed was a ready source of stone for tool manufacture.
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Archaeological research on the swamp was undertaken as part of The Westborough Archaeological Survey, Training, and Excavation Project, a large-scale project studying the prehistory of the entire town, which began in 1982 under the direction of Dr. Curtiss Hoffman. Throughout the prehistoric occupation era, the swamp was a rich source of plants and animals that attracted the native people. This is reflected in the identification of 42 area archaeological sites, including the highest concentration anywhere in Westborough (36, with six in Hopkinton). Fourteen of the Cedar Swamp sites have been investigated through excavation, and the entire 2,675-acre swamp was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in May 1988 as the Cedar Swamp Archaeological District.  www.timelinesinc.com/geograph.htm.
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Approx. outline of Cedar Swamp Archaeological District
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Cedar Swamp Conservation Trust   ●   PO Box 996   ●   Westborough, MA 01581   ●   508.633.0372    ●   trustees@csctrust.org   
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